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The Story Behind the Stories, and How This Book is Organized

Didyou ever stop to review your life over some period of time; to ponder in what ways the
SELISNRSYyOSa @& 2 dzQdS tokbsRkexpeseRcesthavezdhhnyds giolJand svige
you could learn from it all?

One of the advantages of purposefully doing tisrdifferently than you have in the past and
putting yourself in unusual circumstances is that, indemg, events happen more quickland
if you keep a diary over that period, yoan learn more easily from them

For my wife and me, for the one year wpent traveling and living in Mexico, odiary isthe

booke 2 dzQNE NXBltstardsyith anyagiase | wrote for Ricird Eisenberg, the Managing

Editor ofNextAvenuE & . SO2YAy 3 | Df 2 @ QONIRG ( 2yWA t & X I R KIS{
which explains the genesis thfe trip that seems to have begun so much longer than a year

ago.

In this book aftethat articlel wrote for NextAvenuewe take you along on our adventure
through stories written for our websité3est Places in the World to Retiia which my wife

and | pack our stuff into a large white van, and along with our two dogs, as typical newbies,
cross the border into Mexico

Ourplanwasto stayin each of the most popular expat destinaig) to see what each wdike

by living there for six weeks or so, and have some fun and adverdloeg the way, all before

we weretoo old to do it. We share what we were thinking, what we sawwahdt wefelt, how

we responded, and how it all turned out. After the stories of our road trip itself, we provide a
ASNASa 2F af Saazya tSIFENYySRe I NIAOESa ¢S gNRBGS

One of our objectives in writing this book is to give to others like us a story thdg aseto

help them to decide if they would like to embaok their own similarr R @Sy (G dzNB & @ LT ¢
one of these peoplewhile our experiences and perspectives will be a bit different from yours in

many ways, there is probably a lot we have in comnsanthisis our gift and guide foyou.

We share the good, the bad, the nervacking, the frustrating, the exhilaration, and, from my
perspective writing this now more than a year after we started, a bit of the triumph and

gratitude of seeing and experiemg more than we thought we would, while ultimately being

quite a bit more successfuhan we thoughtve would. ltisy 2 15 K2 ¢ SOSNE GKIF G 2d
gAOK2dz AGa LINRPofSYa FyR GNARITAaX a e2dzQfft a2

Each chapter is a story or a lesson leakrend all stories have links to other resources,

including theYouTube videowe made along the wawther articles wiiten by or about usn

publications as diverse as Marketwatch, Fortune, TheStreet, etc., and of course our friends who
published our firstoad tript NI A Of S b SEG! @Sy dzSo LF¥ &2dzQNB f 2
and answers from more than 500 expatd 2 dzi 6 KI G AGQa tA1S G2 tAQS
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Best Places in the World to Retire, to theestions and Answeerea, theExpat Storiegsand of

course theLocation Advisdk ¢ KSNB &2dz Oy Ay Llzi ¢KI Gwi 2 dzQNBS
let you know which places match up with your criterdou may also be interested in the

research studies our company did on Panama, Belize and Nicaragua, and the ones we did after
surveying 1,129 expats currently living in Mexico. They are alablafor free downloadhere.

Before we depart on our trip together, in addition to RactiEisenberg, please allow me to

thank my friend Alfonso Galind@EQGof North Americalrust Bank Mexigovho suggested the

trip and writing abouit; Mike CobbChairman andCEO of ECI Development, who suggested

that | put these stories into a book; and of course, my s@ie, life partner, wife, editor,

graphics designdifor example, thegraphics in this boolgnd writer in her own right (she wrote

GKS OKFLIISN a¢KS 22YLy 4 GKS tSYSE¢oz WSG a8

The van is waiting outsidd. 1 Q& LJ- O] SR X bbthdofsS R
areinside.2 SQNB 32 Ay 3 heta@dvbliute BRODUL to FeRin.

[ SG6Qa 3S4G adl NISR: akKlff ¢SK

-- Chuck Bolotin, writing from Mexico, September 1, 2017

(You can download additional copies or share ©ear on the Road and Living in Mexiere.)
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Becoming a Globetrotting Nomad at 58: Would You Pull the Rope?

(We thank the wonderful people and our good friendslaktavenue.orgwherethis article was
originally publisheduly 28, 2016.)

| was at a lecture a few years ago where the
speakercasually mentioned that most
members of the audience were in the final
third of their lives. As | looked around, | say
I 20 27F sb2dednedI8e2hklf
was right.

Then,| did the math relative to myself.

Oh, no! He was talking about me! | lizad |
gla y2¢ Ay GKS flad
58.) | had never stopped to think about it.

LQY y2

Even before that, | was speaking with a
friend who was a few years older than me g4
and in perfect health. He predicted that,
given how long he keeps things twould probably purchase just one more car in his lifetime

FYR KFR fA1Ste o02dzaKa Fff (GKS adzada KS, g2dzZ R
once again| did the math for myself. | had probably purchased my last suit, too.

Then a year agm May, while playing basketball, | tore my Achilles tendon. It was just another
reminder that not only is tomorrow promised to no one, but neither is the health to live life
activelyt which, to me, is important.

Every day, whether we want to or not, vaday Russian Roulette with our health and even our
lives. One day, somethingll K I LILISY T 6S 2dzald R2y QU (y26 6KSYyod
wait too long to do the things | wanted to, and then not be able to at all?

The possibility of having regrets wia® much for me to bear, so | decided not to wait any
f2y3ISNWP ¢KIFIiQa gKes | FS¢ Yiyed® becanke @dindds Y& GA T

We sold our fowbedroom home in Tucson, gave away about half our stuff and put all the other
stuffinto storagell K & ¢S O2dzZ Ry Qld FAG Aydz2 I+ Kdz3S @Iy 5

As theco-founder (with my wife) of the websitBest Places in the World to Retilehad

created the business to be able to be run it from anywhere in the world with an Internet
connection. have people working for me in the Philippines and Finland, customers in Central
America and Portugal, and people from all over the world as visitors to the site. There was
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nothing holding me back from life as a digital nomad except for the imaginatiothend
courage to do it.

hdzNJ LIX Iy A& G2 6S Y20AfSsE FyR (2 atA@Se |4 O
months at a time. Since our site is aboatiring abroad our new lifestyle has the added

advantage of eventually allowing me to include our experiences among the 500+ expats on our

site who answer questits and tell their stories about living abroad.

On April 4, we left Arizona, and recently we were in Chico, (ﬁ}abtf Our rough plan: to drlve
from there toLa Paz, in Baja Califorpia F
take a ferry to thePuerto Vallartaarea,
drive the highlands of Mexico tjijic /
Lake Chapaland then toSan Miguel de
Allendeg reputed to have some of the
0Sald 6SIFIKSNI yegs
drive down toMerida, in the Yucatan
Peninsud, over toBelize and along the
way, perhaps

visit Nicalmguaand Panama If we can
get someone we trust to watch our twoj,.
dogs, we may even vigitortugal (By :
the way, my Spanish is extremely :
St SYSyillINEsE Yeé g6At:
nonexistent, and neither of us speaks K3
Portuguese.) S

LQY oNRGAY I N&3dz |
Facebookpage t SNA 2 RA Ol
about my experience falextAvenue / |
so perhaps you can see if something lif{%8 i
gKIG 6SQNB R2Ay3 §
we visit would be good foyou.

!cm ﬁn’)";“‘"’ !
e

LQY | QJdnaharf logkan@her

nomad traveling the world and ldext v

Avenue write) who recently related a : A

guote from a book by journalist and entreprene8ieven Kotlerlt said that once basic survival
needs have been met, the three drivers that motivate humans most are: a combination of
autonomy (the desire to direct your own life), mastery (the desire to learn, explore and be
creative) and purpose (the desire to matter, to contribute to the world).

-

lff GKNBS FLILX & (2 2dzNJ F RSy idzNBd {2 F2NJ YSZ
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One story from ar trip so far. In front of
the sidewalk of the house across the
street from where we stayed in Chico
was a giant wind chime. In fact, it was
five timeslarger than the largest one |
hadever seen. Towards the bottom, like
all wind chimes, it had a wind ther
attached to a rope that, if pulled to one
side, caused the wind chime to make a
sound.

Would you walk across the street to pullf =
the rope to see what sound the giant
wind chime makes?

Our landlady had lived across the street
from the wind chime sine 1987.When | §
askedhner if shehadever pulled the rope, [&s
she was a bit perplexed that | would evels
ask the questionNo, she had ngteven :
though it was sitting there, laking right
at her, for decades

| asked my wife hewould pull the
rope.Like te landlady, she would not.

So | guess we can divide the world into s
two groups: those who would pull the
rope of a giant wind chime and those
who would not.

LT &2dz R2
@2dzQf t yS

Would you pull therope?
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Why We Will Be Driving Through Mexico for the Next Year: A Road
Trip Series

The Mexican border agent took a quick look at our esiged van and motioned me to pull over
to a special inspection aredhen, he asked me to open thear doors. What he saw next was
a cargo area so fully stuffed that you would
have a difficult time adding a tennis ball.

GLQY A2NNEIX aSy2NEé
to unpack the van to let us see what you ha
in all those boxes, or go to another poof
entry where they have annpay

Y I O K AGHivSmditat unpacking and +e
packing would probably take about 3 hours,
there wereno guarantee | could figure out
how to fit it all in again, and it was already 9(
degrees and rising where we weoa the .
Calfornia - Mexico borderthe second option

seemed to make more senségot back into the van, waved goodbye, and drove off to try at
another spot.

N KI &S

What had brought us to this point®vhy, exactly, had my wife and | left the comfort of our four
bedroom, ar conditioned home, complete a pool and all our stuff, in order to drive through the
desert to this hot and sweaty place, and then hope that a random border official would grant us
permission to pass into his country?

LQff (Sff &2dzod

As Vice Presidentf @usiness Development
for Best Places in the World to Retilehave
spoken with more than 500 expats, read mor:
than 8,000 answers to the most often asked
guestions about moving abroadonducted an
extensive study about life abroad, and writter
dozens of articles that have appeared in
national publications, so most people would
call me an expert in living abroad.

However, | had never done it myself.

This May, we were going to chantiat, as my wife and | would attempt to cross the ¢JS
Mexican border with our two dogs and as much of our belongings as we could cram into a big,
white van.

Useful linksBest Places in the World to RetirMexico Q & A; Expat Storieg Best Places YouTube8est 12
Places FaceboakDownload this book for free Best Mexico Movers 270420a



https://bestplacesintheworldtoretire.com/
https://bestplacesintheworldtoretire.com/questions-and-answers/mexico
https://bestplacesintheworldtoretire.com/stories/latest
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChVBZqHX-xYFP5vSM0zOpdQ/playlists
https://www.facebook.com/BestPlacesInTheWorldToRetire/
https://www.facebook.com/BestPlacesInTheWorldToRetire/
https://bestmexicomovers.com/our-year-on-the-road-living-in-mexico/
https://bestmexicomovers.com/
https://bestplacesintheworldtoretire.com/

This is the first article in a series, in which I invite you to follow our story as it unid&tsause
GSQONB 2dzaG o0SIAYYAYy3I 2dzNJ 22dz2NySeéx L KIF @S y2 N
we will find out together

| hope you find our journey entertaining anc '
. :

usefu. LQf £ R2 Y& o0Sai
with us and give you a realisticfeel for
gKI G AGQa NBILffte A
experiences as close to the time they
happen as possible, so you can see what w——
thought at the time, as opposed to how we
remember events later. —

02dzi 2

But before | pick up our story at the US
Mexican®2 NRSNE KSNBQa a §
that will help you place our journey into context and maybe even expose some thlngs you and |
have in common. | was born in 1957, right in the middle of the Baby Bao@Y Y I NNKX SRX |
have two adult children who live in Lésigeles.Up until a few months ago, my wife and I lived

in the house | describediVe speak very little Spanish.

a4 | 0dzAAYSAaLISNE2Y>S LQ@OS lfgleéa 0SSy FlLaoOayl
define for our purposes as buying or sellingake advantage of different prices in different

locations. (Arbitrage is what made the
Renaissance explorers and many other
traders rich.)In short, arbitrage is sort of
like magic, if you can pull it oftn this case,
arbitrage would be the abilf to live a better EUEEESELITCIELRSIETNIEELEERIIEE
life in Mexico for less money.

(expat)

Arbitrage is what got me interested in the
concept of living abroad, and what aniihiots e o e
motivated me to found Best Places in the World to Retiédter three years of running the site,
we had mountains of evidendbat one could live a much better life for the same money
abroad, but this evidence was all from other people.

The time had come to subject ourselves to the same experiences to see if we got the same
results. In addition, on behalf of all the visitore bur site who are considering moving to a

place like Mexico, | felt we had to answer questions about safety from firsthand experience. As
Americans are led to believe, would our van with all our possessions be stolen immediately
upon crossing the border it us left at the side of the roadWould we be held up at gunpoint

or kidnapped?Would we be caught in the crossfire of drug smugglers? | needed to find out
directly, and | will report to you exactly what happens.
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Given that the cost of livingisake O2 YLR Yy Sy G G2 2dzNJ ad2NB>X L Qf f
average monthly costs in southern Arizona:

Electricity... $275

2 §SNX bPwmon

DFa F2NJ 0KS K2dzaSX byn

/[ F0fS OLYUGSNYySG: ¢x3 LK2yS0X bwmyn

t N2 LISNI & GFEX bnyn

Health insurance (just for catastrophic; $10,8 RSRdzOGA6f SO X bPnocF

*Will probably rise to well over $1,000 per month over the next few years.

Here were our objectives:

1 Reduce or eliminate as much - -

financial risk as possible (and
thereby benefit from a huge
increase in peace of mind).

1 Pay less dato-day for a higher
quality life.

1 Experience life in different places
meet new people, experience ne
cultures; test our ability to meet
new challenges and as a result
grow new Competencies and Jet Metier / BestPlacesinTheWorkdToRetire
confidence; develop a greater
understanding of other peoplehe world, and ourselves; and basically experience life
on a more meaningful level, all before we were too old to enjoy it, or too old to even do
it.

Our plan is to drive from place to place, starting in Mexico, and to stay in vacation rentals for
about twomonths at a time, all for about a monthly rental cost equal to just our former
monthly house utility expenses and property tax&ghile doing this, we plan to be in or very
close to worldrenowned vacation places where people spend hundreds of dollargha and
have to hurry to experience as much as they can as quickly as they can before getting on a
plane to go back homeln contrast, we planned to be living close enough to experience the
same thing, but at a MUCH more leisurely pace, and to live roetter than we did before, all
for a daily housing cost of about $40.

Our plan is to drive and spend time in the places below, places along the way, and places close
enough for day trips:

1 LaPaz, Cabo San Lucas
1 Puerto Vallarta
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1 Lake Chapala / Ajijic

San Mguel de Allende

1 The Yucatan Peninsulacluding Merida (anthe beach communities around
Meridasuch as Celestugisal and’elchacknownas Costa Yucatar(fancun, Playa del
Carmen, Tulum, etc.

=

I FTGSNI 6SQNBE R2yS3 S ¢ AlitestyleSindialéchldo Segle/dovinyodzS & A U
come backtothe U KIF 6 SOSNJ 6S OK22aSs> LQff S @2dz {y?2

So we sold our house in a
moderately good market, and *=*w =
put into storage or gave away :
SOSNEGKAY I (K e e
into the largest van | could
find that| assumed my wife
would drive. | took the
proceeds from the sale of our
house and diversified it into
several classes of assets that i e .
could better withstand a R T
variety of macreeconomic s
problems | see as happening 2. S
only in a matter of
time. Before leavingl contracted for the purchase of a much better health insurance plan (an
international plan) for $222 per month for both of us.

e

e
. -

| SNBQa | &adzYYFNBE 2F gKIFEG L | O02YLX AaKSRY

T Risk from prices falling in housing market: gone.
Paying for maintenance and thingselking at our home: gone.
Monthly expenses including property tax but not including mortgage of well over $1,145
per month: gone.
1 Having to do chores to fix and maintain things almost every weekend: gone.
T Health insurance cost for better insurance: loweitey $258 a month, which is more
than 50% less.
1 Clearance for a great adventure with peace of mind: just beginning.

= =4

It was a really good starfThe next challergywould begetting past a border agent and into
Mexico.

(Map data 2016 copyright GoodREG)
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Experiences Crossing the d&xican Border at Mexicali (or is it
Calexico?)

Whoever chaired the city naming committee for the Calexiddexicali area was too clever by

half. Calexico (@mastizLd 2 F &/ I ft ATF2NY ALl € | ywRileMexBdlifaO2€¢ 0 A &
reverse mashup) is on the Mexican sideOr
Ad Al GKS 20KSNJ g1l @&

In any event, what strikes you as you travelf
through the general area is how much
blending there is of the two citiesVe felt
we needed one, final, all American act
before crossing into Mexico, so we stopped§
at the WatMart about a mile or so from the
border on the US siden the parking lot, we
passed perhaps two dozen people, all
Hispanic, all of whom were speaking
Spanish.Once inside, | asked the cashier
where theykept the caffeinegum{ KS t 221 SR 4 YS 6AGK I [jdAT T AC
2yt e RARYQ(O &aKS dzyRSNERGFIYR 9y3IftAaKX odzi L 3dzS

We had been told by the Mexican border official that we had to go to the next point oy émtr
theeast.! Yy F2 Nl dzyl 6Stezx AlG ol ayQl 2y 2daNdrveibdds | yR
instructions by a US customs official, an unanticipated detour and zero signage until about a

half mile from the border, we stumbled upon it.

The temper#aure was rising and we had a deadlineretty much everyone told us not to drive

in Mexico after dark, so we had to completely clear the border and be on our way to San Felipe
(about 120 miles away on a road | knew
nothing about) within the next two hourd
pulled up to the Mexican border agent, rolled
down theyvindow, smiled, and prayed he / .
g2dzd RYy Qi a1l dza (2 (e

Gl AZé KS &l (Sd¥a, sdigod@y

Gt dzf £ 2@GSNI G KYWabso F2 N
good.)

We were entering undea temporary
residence visa, so we had to make sure to gg¢
G2 LYYAINIGAZ2Y G GKS 02 NRSWEnNIlaskdd Jofgs, has SNBE y Qi
became visibly pleased, broke out in a large smile and informed us that he would be the one
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helping us.(My first friend inMexico.)

The side arncarrying female border official who came over to do the inspection was quite a bit
more serious.| dutifully opened the back
doors of the van, upon which, a high up a
poorly placed bag fell out and almost hit
her.2 KAt S aKS RARYyQIi
aKS RARY QU KIFyROdZFT
that was good.

She asked very politely if she could look in
various containers, and asked me if we

were bringing gifts.My assumption is that
the van was so large and swredibly cram
packed that they were either looking to see
if we were illegally importing goods to ope
our own welistocked midsized store, or
smuggling in items for some other purpose

| told her that all the items were ours and =
we were bringing thenfior our oneyear tour of Mexico. She turned, tilted her head to one

side, raised one eyebrow and, her eyes fixed on me, she paldg@dssumption was that her

look of incredulity wasn account of the sheer volume of item$he first container she opede

O2y il AYSR | L2 NIhaboltl18FairsY KSo X PRGOS RARZ2%Y > (GKSyY
and waited. Either she thought she had caught me in a lie, or otherwise was silently asking why

one woman needed so many shoes.

G2 K2 NS GKS&aS F2NKé¢ aKS FaiSRo

a¢KSe Ftft o0St2y3 iz CRUISING THROUGH
[ KS RA RY Sh just Wokesl Ao THE MEXICAN BORDER

behind her sunglasses, expressionless. |
guess she was waiting for me to crack unde

the heat of the day and the pressure of the - A - :
situation.
- -

Then, it hit me how | could prove thall a EVEN WITH TOO MANY SHOES

these shoes belonged to one J
woman.a[ 221 2Z¢é L alARZ st Mens  BestaceshTheworaTohenve " S
aAl SH¢

OK. That container passed\ext, she climbed up and tried to look into several other
containers in turn.She made a strange motion with her hand that needed no
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interpretation. She had cut her finger on one of our containers and was bleeding.

When my wife quickly appeared with the first aid kit, applied antiseptic and carefully bandaged
the border agent, we saw the agent smile.

There would be no further inspection¥Ve
had passed.

Next, it was time to visit Jorge.

Jorge is one of those larger, jovial people
who you just immediately likeOn the other
side of the counter, he carefully and
deliberately placed two forms right side up
for us on the counter, one in frarof me and
one in front of my wife.Then, he gave each
of us a pen.

GbdzYo6SNJ 2ySzé¢ &l AR
L  OS 2y (KS FT2N¥I
then patiently waited for us to finish writing before proceeding.

GbdzYoOSNJ g2 @2dz2NJ £ a0 yI YS®E

| loved it. It went on like this for about 5 minutes, with Jorge making absolutely certain, with
the patience of a saint, that we would fill in the form correctlhen, he left with the forms.

In about five minutes, Jorge returned, but with a sad look@face. Evidently, we had filled
out the forms improperly, and it was his faulde apologized, brought out new forms, and then
a1 ARX dabdzyoSNJ 2y SX¢é

Even with the finger injury to the border
F3Syd FyR W2NHSQa OW
style, we were fiished in less than 20
minutes. We pointed the big white van
south, and entered Mexicali propeAt 3:15
on Monday, May 19, we became expats.

. 2dz Y@ NBYSYOSNI GK
2 fR2¢3X AYy G6KAOK &2
sort of goofy looking guy weisig what
looked to me like a white and red striped
Victorian England sleeping cap in a very busy drawing with lots of people and lots of

activity. L0 Qa y20 Slaesxs ¢gKAOK A& a2Nl 2F (GKS TFdzy 217
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Ly aSEAO2I (KS &2 L)bdidvalyoapediak tBe fistitwo orzhéee, By G KSY ®
then, to my complete horror in pretty heavy traffic, | barreled right through the nextaine

about 35 miles per hour, with my wife yelling

about half way through the intersection,
G! t iR HR HRARY QU ehafi2 &
learned to speak Spanish so quickBerhaps
| would have stopped a bit sooner had she

@Sttt SR a2YSUKAYy3 A} GKFGQ
another story. In any event, the drivers
I N2dzy R YS RARYyQdG aS$S§! y 2

one even honked.

After | cained down and the thought of
being in an accident within minutes of .
crossing the border and / or having my first | 4 . :

encounter with a Mexican police officer and / or MeX|can jail had dlmlnlshed we decided to

O2AY | yS¢ 3l Y QrvadditisnKoS o8B &% Ff G2K&A 3y |yR 2 fR2
same red and white colors, the reason is that the stop signs in Mexicali are about 2 feet lower
GKIFY 6SQNB dzaSR (G2 Ay GKS {GF GSaSomeafeRadédf | OSR
and manyofthemcanrS| At & 0SS 20a0dzZNBR o6& | GNHzO1 GKFd A

¢tKS aSO2yR {LIyAaK ¢g2NR Y& 6ATFS tSINYSR G(KI G
Gehee!  HKBWRLISE Aa { LI yAaK F2NJ GalLISSR o0dzYLX X YI yi
obviously placd, at least for an Americar. ¥ 1 SNJ @ 2 dz2Q@S KAG F FSg (21153
e 2 de@rh fo respect them.The one to the right and above is very milthere is no

uniformity.

{22 6S LINRPOSSRSR lf2y3> ¢6A0GK ONASAE 2F altd2HE
sensibilities.Lucky for us, we had cell service at the border, so we had Google maps well up

until the time we hit the main highway, and it was very unlikely we would get lost on the way to

San Felipe.

(Map data 2016 copyright GoodREGI)
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DrivingFrom Mexicali to San Felipe in Baja California: Why Is This Man
Laughing?

Two bodies of water surround most of the peninsula of Baja Califofdrathe eastern side is
the Sea of Cortez (also known as the Gulf
of California), while the western sidaces
the more familiar Pacific Oceaifhese
watery expanses merge at what looks like
the large, natural arch you've seen picturel
ofk & . Fe2FkQa az2dzikKSN
about 750 miles roughly south of the US
Mexican border.At its widest, the
peninsula measures about 85 miles from §
side to side, and, depending on the route |
you take from the north to the south, you
can experience both coasts, sometimes 8
several times.

We decided to begin our journey on the
eastern, Sea of Cortez side of Baja for
seveal reasons, including that, being N
originally from Los Angeles, | was horrified by the certainty of having to endurermmblng,
bumperto-bumper traffic for the hundred plus miles driving through LA and San Diego, and
then, topping it off with the possibty of a multrthour wait to cross into Mexico at Tijuana.

But why drive at all, instead of flying? Her
are just a few reasons:

T  We have two dogs.

1 We have LOTS of our stuff with us
including clothing, kitchen items, ==
beach chairs, a shocking quantitfy ('?3'“ -
g2YSyQa akKz2Saszr e ‘ - ¥
we have with us, can make life ~ - e
much more convenient (not to
mention, more stylish). &

1 We could enjoy the little, out of the g
way places we would otherwise
just fly over and completely miss.

1 We could get a much better, one
authentic feel for places by driving > s R :
there, as opposed to the almost surreal experlence of gettlng |nto a Iarge tube waiting a
few hours, and then being deposited into a completely different pladech of life is in
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the journey, not the destinationHow far are the places we will be visiting from each
other? What are the places along the way? How does the topography charhgeo
the people changehese things

can only be experienced and

understood on the ground, along = .

with the investment of tle time it Sk B b B

takes to do it. O Moy B Catie =t Y

As | settled down and relaxed into the
drive, it dawned on me that Baja is a land o
of bared contrasts: parched and dusty e A e

brown desert opposed by stunning, sharp

blue and bluegreen ocean; flatlands that <
extend for miles that butt p against sheer ]
mountainsides; what looks like vast and

untamed emptiness that is suddenly

replaced by civilization. E

‘hr Febpe
Teja Cabizire

L

It also dawns on you during a muttay drive like this that, compared to the US, Baja is not
2dzZRIYSY Gl £ X | yR A er. Redbiexdy ity niughRvRat they I&ke (dzEourSeA (i K
other than hurting each other)Baja is a place of fewer laws, rules, regulations and HOA

meetings, fewer road signs and guardrails, and an expectation that you can take care of

yourself without havindo be nagged, hectored, and generally told what to do. At least in the

less Americanized areas we drove through, Baja is more like the US West of the past than the

US West of todayBaja treats you like you are a competent adult, as opposed to a clueless

chid.. 21 R2SayQid GStft @&2dz 0KS |yagSNI Al (Sftfa

yourself. For this American, the feelirfigpm =
this is liberating. ‘

LQff KI @S Y2NB 2y il a
later. C2NJ y2¢63 LQff atal 2
RNAGS . Fa2Flx R2yQid 0 . 0
your good car.Bring a car that is in very "

good condition with very good tires, and =

axles that can withstand lots of jarringf.our =
car will get dirty and it will get
scratched.Your windshield may get
pitted. If you have a nice car, after a while,
@2dz 62y Qi 0S KI LILR §
you bring a good car, almost all the tine yo
will be happy with how reliable it is.

dzi A T

Down Mexico 5, San Felipe is your first rea
glimpse of the Sea of Cortez, aasg 2 %2 hour drive from the bordekike much of Baja, until
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you get to the ocean, the landscape looks like Southern Arizona, with the difference that, unlike

in the US Southwest desert where the landscape continues for hundreds of miles, in eastern

Bajg it

glimmering sea, many times, in magnificent
bays. Think: Tucson abutting the tropics.

| was born and raised in Los Angeles, so | ca
compare the typical beaefoing experience in
Los Angeles with what we experiettwhen
we arrived in the beach town of San

Felipe.

f

=A =4 =4 =4 =

il

If you are like me, when driving through Baje
and arriving at San Felipe, there will be an
equal sense of seréy and joviality

that comes over you when you realize two

things:

1.

is replaced often with a flat, blue,

Here were just a few differences:

Instead of having 10,000 people in my,

field of view, | saw perhaps 10.

The sand is very white, very flat, and
the beach is wideYou can walk out
into the ocean for 2§ards or more
and still be standingThere were tiny
little waves (if you could call them
waves at all).

The water is clear.

The water is warm.

There was no charge for parking.

L ¢layQld GKAYylAyYyS3

both of us, tax included.
I laughed a lot more.

You are in a spectacularly beautiful
place that you used to have to
experience as a traditional vacation o

a week or so and have to pay for via &

second mortgage.

Your cost to be in and prrience this
place is less than if you had stayed
home.

That explains the laughing.

I 6 2 dzi
We had a superb meal at the Hotel El Cortez right on the ocean for about $12 total for

f SI @A yaffic. S+ NI
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Given that the Sea of Cortez is in the east, the sun sets over the mountains and rises over the
ocean, so it was this sunrise over the flat, blue, clear water that gdeg$eon our first morning

in Mexico. We spent a few hours leisurely walking with the dogs on this wide, sandy, almost
deserted beach with its free parking and warm water, then packed up, and headed south again.

In our nextarticle,L Qf f RS & O6NAE& 820 KdzZRNRNA @y CSfALISI YR
it.

(Map data 2016 copyright GoodREGI)
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Driving Highway 5 South in Baja from San Felipe, and the Lake that
ayQid ¢ KSNB

Most people think that the most important Spanish phrase you could learn i

Dondeestaelbafick ¢ 02 KSNBEQa (GKS o6F0KNR2YKOZXZ a/ dd yiz O
S@Sy‘z a/ F YIF NBNER = R2 A& LA/ L MR AL X L X T 11 N T2
(Bartender, two more margaritas,
please).While all these are very good to know
in appropriatecircumstances, my view is that
the most important phrase to learn while drivin
south from San Felipe through Baja on Highwa
5 (pretty much the only road you can take sout
FNRBY {ly CSftALISOL Aa a
OGN}y yat SR YSIFya GCA

The reason is that, in this area, there are long
stretches with few gas stations, so we made
adzNBE 2dzNJ alGl yljdzSé g1 &
we left.

ST 2 N

Basics

LGQa y20 GKFG 6S 6SNB » Ay 3
Highway 5 southMany people warned us, T DI

including the owner of the Sandollar Beach Resort in San Felipe, where we stayed and which we
highly recommend. dzii O2dzZ R ¢S RAaO0O2dzyld GKAA YIyQa o1 Ny
who scared easilyNot likely, given that he had

made his living crodusting in Northern RNy g o
— T e l

California and currently rode dirt bikes for a -
hobby. 99%+ of the people driving through Baj L/ 3 [
take Highway 1, but we toddighway 5 because ' X

it took less time overall and we wanted to see ‘ - Tiney
things off the beaten (or even paved) path. o'k Q‘:f.'&'.'-'“ i

Weg SNBY Qi RAA&L LIIRAYGS R 31 5mn

Upon leaving San Felipe and heading south or
Highway 5, you pretty much immediately lose ‘&=
whatever cell signal you may have hadthis .. :" e
LR2AY (X @2 dheBeaviTorteHs NB .
onyour left, as you come upon a series of i e
beautifu, secluded and seemingly untouched o
beaches and bays with white sand and blue ocean, almost always completely empty of people,
many times with islands dotting the horizon and sometimes with islands close enough for an

easy kayaking trip from the shor&adz 2dza i Ol y Qi 4SS | YR SELISNASYyO

Careeters Federal 5
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RNAGS AdG 2NJ alAt (42 AGX FyR AidQa KINR (2 1SSLJ
spectacular and inviting beach and bay after anothEis stretch of the road is not maintained

flawlessly, but it is paved well enough, given
the small amount of traffic it carries.

After being treated to these delights, Highwa
5 and the coast diverge, as the highwesads
almost directly south while the coast turns ok
slightly eastward.A little while lakr, with very g PUERTECITOS-LAGU
little fanfare (and just a little sign with an
FNNRg 2y AG0I @&2dzQQNB
jarring, teeth fillingloosening, rutted, rock and;
dirt road that continues this way for many
miles. Along the way, there are cudffs that E o
either 1) yai should take; or, 2) are meant for === s :
construction equipment and may terminate in a dead end or in a sharp decent down a ravine

that, if you make a wrong move, they may not find you for mont@sven that there are

generally no signs to let you know whiakad to take and it is so deserted that there is no one

to follow, you makethecalL ¥ &2 dzQNBE 6NRy3I>X R2y Qi ¢2NNBET @&2dz
from other drivers, because there are virtually no other drivers there to honk and point. You
justfindaLJt  OS 6ARS Sy2dzaAK (G2 Gdz2NYy | NRdzyR® LQY y2i
above, but | may have.

CONSTRUYE

s

On one such fork in the road, my wife and |
made a full stop right in the middle before on
such fork and were debating which one of tw
roads to tke. We essentially flipped a coin
and then started on the one to the righAs
out of a Twilight Zone episode, two Mexican
men appeared over a hill, walking towards
us. They were well dressed, in polo shirts an
long pants with crisp crease&oth looled
completely fresh, in stark contrast to their
dusty surroundingsThey called for us to
come over, so we bumpily approached at ou
normal speed in this area, which was about 1
miles per hour.

The men said their car had blown a tire some ways backctwhireally not hard to imagine),

and they were walking forhelpd , Sa Ad0Qa (GKIFIG RSASNISR®PL 2SS | &
2NJ F22RY ¢oKAOK (KS& RSOfAYSR> o0dzi GKS& FaiSR
dS02y R Yl yQa rebdckiaKtReNa \WesaK &yreed Sso we bid farewell, and they

passed behind us, disappearing in my side view mirror, as we jarred forward in the opposite

direction. About 5 minutes later, we came upon the broken down car and delivered the
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breakfastbai | YR &6 6 SNE $KAOKIZ If(iK2dAK (KS& RARyQi
recipients were very grateful to have.

Depending on your religious beliefs or lack thereof, you will either pray or hope real hard in this
FNBIF (GKIF G @2dz R2epeople wehdssell (RAG W 2(0A UK IFHK y2 2y S
O2dzNBRS GKSeé gAftfT AGQa GKS yIFGdz2NE 2F GKS LIS2LJ
would bereallyinconvenient.

Irrespective of language or culture, many things are t Baja Bell

same, lke how people respond when driving about 20
miles or so on a deeply rutted, rocky road. For examyg
about half an hour later, we came across another carj
going in the opposite direction, at about the same

speed as usGiven our less than ra@ar velocity that

s A = Z x & A % A : LA x
S KIFIRYyQuU asSsy |y2uKSNJ dzi Sa Zz
fact the driver had rolled down his window and was No ceu S|gna|

waving at us to stop, we stoppedin broken English, :

the man driving (who was clearly the husband and

'
TIEGKSND FA1SRE &l 2BK &Y dzOK No Road S'gns Sy
LiQa Fd GavySa tA1S GKSa ) B OK2A
tell the truth, or something that will encourage people No Au 0 s rvlces
and make them feel betterWe chose the ;

truth. a! 62dzi 'y K2dz2NE¢ ¢S &

The groans from the unseen children in the back sea
and the wfe in the 